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mulungu,  to  worship  mulungu?^     By   mulungu  the   Yaos
mean primarily and strictly the soul of a dead person, which
is   believed   to   influence   the   lives   and   fortunes    of   the
survivors, and   therefore needs  to be honoured and propi-
tiated ; but they employ the word in an extended sense to
signify  the  aggregate of the spirits of all  the dead,  and
missionaries have adopted it as the nearest equivalent for the
word God.2 Among the Winamwanga, a tribe of north-eastern
Rhodesia, between  Lake Nyassa and  Lake Tanganyika, it
is customary to offer the first beer and the first flour made
from the new harvest of millet to the spirits of the dead.    The
head of the family pours out some beer and a small quantity
of the new flour in a heap on the floor of his own house, after
which he prays to the spirits of his forefathers, thanks them
for the harvest, and invites them to come and partake of it
with the family.    The priest performs the same ceremony
at the shrine for the whole village.     The householder or the
priest speaks to the spirits as if they were sitting around
him.    Thus he may say, " O ye great spirits, fathers in the
spirit world, mothers in the spirit world, and all .ye others,
bless us now.     Here is the food, and here is the offering, call
ye all of you  each other."      Then   after   summoning  the
dead by their names he may go on : " Come all of you and
partake of this offering.    Ye great spirits, all things of this
earth were known to you while yet ye were here.     Take
care of this  your  family, and  of  all  these  your children.
May we ever go in our ways in prosperity.     Oh! ye great
spirits, give to us food  and  all  the produce  of the  land.
Drive   ye away all   illnesses   from  your   family,  ye  great
spirits ; every evil spirit put far away from us, and what-
ever might seek to hurt us may it fly away on the wind.
Cause ye us to,abide in peace."8    Among the Yombe of
Northern Rhodesia, to the west of Lake Tanganyika, no one
is allowed to partake of the new fruits until certain  cere-
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